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Our mission in Keelung began with the arrival of
Sr. Isentraud Mock and Sr. Imanuele Purschke on
August 12, 1964. They were joined by Sr. Sponsata
Riesselmann on September 2.

Fr. Andreas Tsien, parish priest in Hsinchu, had
recommended our sisters to Fr. John Yao, parish priest
of the Sacred Heart Parish in Keelung. Realizing, that
this could be a suitable activity for our sisters, the
superiors gave the permission.

The three sisters soon got busy in the vast parish.
They visited the families, gathered the women, prayed
with them and gave religious instruction. Soon there
were also groups of catechumens whom the sisters
prepared for baptism. The roads were long and in poor
condition, made worse by frequent rainfalls, but God
blessed the dedicated efforts of the sisters and the
Church grew.

Sr. Sponsata, the nurse, began her service in one
corner of the sacristy. After some weeks, the news had
spread that the Catholic Church was treating the sick.
The number of patients increased. They trusted the
sister. The poor also came and experienced her love and
generosity. Later, with the help of Miserior, a separate
dispensary could be built.

After Sr. Sponsata, Sr. Marianeldis, Sr. Lawrence,
Sr. Gratias Maria and Sr. Edmara worked as nurses in
Keelung. For half a year, even another sister, Sr.
Renata, was borrowed from the Philippines, so that the
important work in the dispensary was not interrupted.
Later, however, with the improvement of the health
care in the country and the need to have a doctor
present all the time, the dispensary lost its significance
and was finally closed.

Attached to the Sacred Heart Parish was a
kindergarten. In 1965 the elementary school was
opened and some years later also a vocational school.
Different sisters were missioned to Keelung at different
times, serving in the parish, in administration, in
teaching, guidance, youth work.

For almost forty years the sisters worked untiringly
in this vast mission. But then, because of fewer sisters
and more of them reaching retirement age the work
could no longer be continued. The last sisters left
Keelung in autumn 2001.



